Sept. 23.]            Scotland and the Union.
which we were much obliged to him.    As we sailed alon-Dr. Johnson got into one of his fits of railing at the Scots. He owned that they had been a very learned nation for a hundred years, from about   1550 to about 1650;  but that they afforded the only instance of a people among whom the arts of civil life did not advance in proportion with learning ; that they had hardly any trade, any money, or any elegance, before the Union ;  that it was strange that, with all the advantages possessed by other nations, they had not any of  tho.se conveniences  and  embellishments which are the fruit of industry, till they came in contact with a civilized people.    'We have taught you, (said he,) and we'll do the same in time to all barbarous nations, — to the Cherokecs, — and at last to the Ouran-Outangs ;' laughing with as much glee as if Monboddo had   been present.    BOSWKLL. ' We had wine before the Union.'    JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; you had some weak stuff, the refuse of France, which would not make you drunk.'    BOSWEIX.  ' I assure you, Sir, there was a great deal of drunkenness.'    JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; there were people who died of dropsies, which they contracted in trying to get drunk'.'
I must here glean some of his conversation at Ulinish, which I have omitted. He repeated his remark, that a man in a ship was worse than a man in a jail5. 'The man in a jail, (said he,) has more room, better food, and commonly better company, and is in safety.' ' Ay ; but, (said Mr. M'Quccn,) the man in the ship has the pleasing hope of getting" to shore.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, I am not talking of a man's getting to shore ; but of a man while he is in a ship : and then, I say, he is worse than a man while he is in a jail. A man in a jail may have the "pleasing hope " of getting out. A man confined" for only a limited time, actually has it.' M'I,cod mentioned his schemes for carrying on fisheries with spirit, and that he would wish to understand the
1 ' A man would be drowned by claret before it made him drunk.' Ante, Hi. 433-
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